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FOREWORD.
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.

My name is Rob Fenton. I am a 27 year old graduate graphic designer / 
illustrator. I was was born, raised and educated in Stoke-on-Trent and 
chose at an early age to pursue a career within the creative industry 
(specialising in graphic design). In the preceding years I have witnessed the 
city begin its gradual transformation into a place with exciting possibilities 
for both its visitors and residents. The university and cultural quarters are 
blossoming and the city centre is slowly developing too. 

However it seems hard to deny that Stoke-on-Trent is severely lacking 
in actual creative projects particularly those leading to the development 
of interesting aesthetics for its citizens to enjoy.  As both a citizen, and 
as a creative individual, I find this status quo disheartening.  There are no 
areas where people can freely and passionately create outside, there are 
limited classes for life drawing and painting, and no large creative projects 
for people to enjoy or constantly see evolve.  It is my firm belief that 
these small things are what makes an emerging city great. It’s open culture 
celebrated by inviting people in to add colour and life to it’s environment. 

I know of one area in the middle of piccadilly, deemed as the ‘cultural 
quarter’ that held a small creative space which invited artists in to create 
and give life to old wooden boards. The project was called ‘Let them 
create’. I have not seen another of this kind since it happened in early 
2008. Until recently the boards were in an extremely sad case of disrepair, 
some had fallen off, the paint chipped and was flaking. For anybody, let 
alone myself, to let these kind of creative projects fade/die is nothing but 
a shame.

What we need is an area for mass creativity, to bring the Stoke area alive 
again.



STREET ART / GRAFFITI.
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.

Graffiti or Street-Art as it’s more often now known as, has evolved 
incredibly since it’s introduction to the streets of Philadelphia back 
in1967. 

It appears everywhere in modern day society. Sometimes as scrawls 
on walls and doors sometimes as elaborate murals or housed in art 
galleries but most of all Street-Art thrives best in certain designated 
places throughout the world. 

As common as Street-Art is, very little is known about it. The mystery 
surrounding the artform and the way the media has shown it’s past i.e 
represented on trains and buildings keeps people from asking too much 
about it and delving further into really understanding the mechanics and 
how wonderful it is and can be. Over the past ten years I have followed, 
documented and photographed graffiti/Street-Art from around the 
world and have seen the way it has transformed cities, cultures and 
lives. 

Street-Art as an artform is one of the youngest art movements and I 
feel it has barely got started. The outcomes are limitless and it’s this 
that fascinates me. Artists such as Bristol’s famous ‘Banksy’ have opened 
a window into the life of Street-Art and how fruitful, creative and 
engaging it is. 

However without places for artists to learn and grow the artform lies 
dormant and continues to carry the negative baggage the media has 
given it. Halls of fames (aka HOF’s) are an ideal way for artist’s to truly 
discover new ways of creating and for councils and governing bodies to 
control where work is conducted safely and more so appropriately. 



The purpose of this document is to highlight the key advantages of 
allowing the bypass that currently exists underneath the A50 closest to 
Longbridge hayes industrial estate, Stoke-on-Trent (see attached map 
images) to become a legalised Street-Art area/tunnel. For artists nation 
wide to come at any time to paint freely.  Throughout this document 
you will see examples of pre-existing council authorised/sanctioned 
Street-Art areas and the beneficial side to those that exist, let alone the 
high standard of work within them.

‘GOLDEN’ - HALL OF FAME
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NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME

Image 1 - [Birdseye view of proposed underpass]



Firstly here are just some of the ways Newcastle-Under-lyme / Stoke-on-
Trent has to benefit from the proposal:

1 - Apart from the expense of installing some form of sensored lighting 
I do not feel that anymore financial aid is required.

2 -The proposed space is NOT in need of any major cosmetic work, 
rendering, etc

3 - As it currently stands the space is a workable surface/location for 
any artist, at any level of experience.

4 -There is a small area that currently exists less that 100m from the 
location that is available for the general public to park there cars. 
Although small, the space can easily fit upto 8 vehicles (refer to page 11 
for imagery of this)

5 - Having this area will help endorse and re-inforce the Staffordshire 
established motto of the ‘creative county’

6 - After several meetings with local youth work companies they have 
agreed that the current space on offer to organise and handle graffiti 
Art workshops in the area for youth projects of more than 4 people is 
difficult to organise. This is mainly due to locations such as the Hanley 
‘Skate plaza’ being too small to allow any real creative freedom for their 
students to experiment on. This proposed area is also sheltered due to 
the road above, allowing people to use the space all year round.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS? 
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.



7 - Currently the only legal graffiti space in the Staffordshire area is 
found via the ‘skate-plaza’ - Hanley, which in actuality is an area for 
skating/bmx biking. The wall there is far too small.  At best 2 artists to 
a wall, as canvas size is crucial to any developing artist. The proposed 
tunnel could easily provide an active working space for up to 30+ 
artists at any given time.  The wallspace at the plaza is in constant use 
by skaters/bmx riders as artists attempt to paint, as one side was built 
with a ramp. This is extremely inconvenient for both parties trying to 
utilise this space.

8 - Not just youth projects can be held here, a huge range of 
community art projects/exhibitions/events can be hosted. The bridge 
overhead providing shelter for any budding artists and sufficient lighting 
from both open ends to the tunnel.

9 - Using this space as a legal graffiti wall will isolate graffiti to this one 
space. The underpass itself is found several miles from the city centre 
and from any residential properties. Making the area perfect to control 
graffiti and actively reducing any acts of vandalism elsewhere.

10 - Legal walls are extremely well publicised by websites such as 
www.legal-walls.net (see page 23). Such free services provide 
information to artists as to whereabouts and details of the location 
itself. Feedback can be left and offered to graffiti artists. In short, 
Newcastle-Under-Lyme/Stoke-on-Trent will have a new landmark that 
will bring more new, up-and-coming creatives to the city.

11 - Contrary to popular believe most Street/graffiti artists are decent, 
hard working creative people. It’s image portrayed/damaged by the few 
that paint illegally and ruin the public image. Providing this space will 
allow artists to freely express themselves.

12 - Having this space would actively reduce the graffiti within the 
city. It would work by alleviating any tags and markings in the city 
reducing such eyesores.I feel this is key considering the city is currently 
undergoing massive visual changes via it’s re-generation.



13 - Negative and improper use of the area by a small minority will 
cease as the space is given a new life. This new feature will increase 
positive activity and restore a level of decency to the surrounding park 
life area.
 
14 - Working with the council to develop such a space detracts away 
from the negative imagery of Street-Art.

15 - Would foster a better understanding between the artistic 
community and the council.

16 - Self maintenance area - rules would be formed for the area, if these 
were not adhered to the understanding would cease to be in effect 
immediately (see image 20, page 18)

17 - Hold national exhibitions and what are commonly known as 
graffiti ‘jams’. i.e an event where international artists are welcomed to 
participate in competitions.
(see image 26 ‘The battle of waterloo’, page 19)

18 - Would bridge the gap in the legal Street-Art scene between 
Liverpool, Birmingham & Manchester and include the area as to what is 
a multimillion pound industry.

19 - Alot of international graffiti artists conduct tours of countries. The 
United Kingdom has a great Street-Art scene. We have several large 
halls of fame (HOF’s). Such areas attract some of the world’s most 
talented and famous creatives in the industry. There is no reason why 
Stoke-on-trent would be an exception to this.

20 - The city has invested in several specific areas such as providing a 
large skateboarding/bmx area - ‘Plaza’, which some say is the biggest 
in Europe. Cyclists get to use the pick of cycle lanes, canal paths, and 
converted railway lines and toe paths to the full, and yet still, there is no 
area where large numbers of artists can practise there skills/hobby. This 
tunnel would be the solution to that problem.



As it stands, the tunnel itself is an abandoned underpass that is used by 
members of the public for walking their dogs etc. No public vehicles 
can gain access to the underpass itself.  Members of the public can 
reach the underpass via several key footpaths (the main path following 
the road from the A500 itself or from Sir Reginald Mitchell Way). There 
is a small public carpark no more than 100 metres from the tunnel 
that can hold around 8 cars. On sundays more parking exists a short 
distance away. This is more than adequate for any community group or 
group of artists (see images 2 & 3)

It could be argued that in the past the area has been misused as a 
location for unpleasant activity.  As a strong counter point, surely if 
this area is made into an effective space for artists, the sheer amount 
of positive use will increase activity to the area and thus deter any 
negative behaviour? Literally bringing new life in by making it a focal 
point for the creative community.

The underpass is at least 12ft high and approx 100 metres in length. The 
walls are strong and in an excellent condition, that DO NOT require 
any repair. The main thing that is ruining it, is the sheer amount of 
increasing scrawl and abusive vandalism that is occurring there.

The walls are currently littered with crude and vulgar language. Any 
previous attempts at cleaning all the bad language that has been 
scrawled by passers-by (please see images 5-12) lowers the condition 
of the walls surface. The language and lack of respect upon the property 
itself is what we can all agree on as being selfish acts of vandalism and 
what is definitely seen as a blight on our society.  This is NOT in anyway 
art!

THE CURRENT STATE OF THE UNDERPASS.
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.



However, the tunnel itself has already been used by artists who practice 
in Street-Art and to that of a very high standard. The work seen in 
images 13-19 (pages 15-16) is what currently exists at the tunnel. This 
work appears to have covered up a small part of the distasteful imagery 
that has been daubed by vandals. The artists have clearly taken pride 
in their work, painting a black background as a canvas before painting 
murals. It is this respect and careful attitude for the location which we 
want to profit from before it falls into complete disrepair. 

To add, after recently visiting to take photographs, it seems the council  
have attempted to remove such distasteful language and left all the 
present Street-Art, does this mean it is approved of? 
(Refer to image 19)

In terms of isolation and maintaining the level of Street Art within one 
area as you can see this is not going to be a problem. On the contrary, 
this is a perfect location to have any exterior creative space. 
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Below/Above -Images 2 & 3 - [Birdseye views of proposed underpass]
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Image 4 - [Aerial view of proposed underpass]

As you can see above the location is completely seperate from any 
residential area. To the bottom right hand side of the image above 
(image 4) you will see a small cluster of buildings. These buildings are 
part of a small industrial estate called Longbridge Hayes Industrial 
Estate (which also could act as a parking space as there is enough safe 
passage in the form of pavements to guide the public/artist’s to the 
space easily) . The road dissapearing off of the page in a north-east 
direction is the the connecting road to Sir Reginald Mitchell Way. 



[Image 5] Vandalism, offensive language and graffiti ‘tags’ 
are a blight on the area and to the city.

[Image 6] Vandalism, offensive language and graffiti ‘tags’ 
are a blight on the area and to the city.

[Image 7 & 8 (Below)] Vandalism, offensive language and 
graffiti ‘tags’ are a blight on the area and to the city.



[Image 9] Vandalism, offensive language and graffiti ‘tags’ 
are a blight on the area and to the city.

[Image 10] Vandalism, offensive language and graffiti ‘tags’ 
are a blight on the area and to the city.

[Image 11 & 12 (Below)] Vandalism, offensive language and 
graffiti ‘tags’ are a blight on the area and to the city.



[Image 13] Artwork that currently exists at the tunnel[Image 13] Artwork that currently exists at the tunnel

[Image 14 ] Artwork that currently exists at the tunnel

[Image 15] Artwork that currently exists at the tunnel. Artist: ‘Zafe’ (Canada)



[Image 16] Artwork that currently exists at the tunnel

[Image 17] Artwork that currently exists at the tunnel

[Image 18]Artwork that currently exists at the tunnel
[Image 19] (below) Street-Art not removed by council? 



CASE STUDY.1:
LEAKE STREET LONDON.
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.

We will now provide 2 case studies; Tamworth and Leake street underpass 
areas that were made into a legal ‘Street-Art’ area by their local council.

Leake street, Waterloo - London is one of the most established and 
well respected legal Street-Art area’s in the country. It has been 
legalised by the local council for any street artist(s) to practice their art 
any time, any day they so wish provided they follow the rules.
 The area was permitted with strict rules to co-incide with it’s presence 
(see image 20). 

The underpass is used by some of the world’s most talented and 
prestigious artists. The ‘creme de la creme’ as such. Granted this area 
is in the UK’s capital of course, however these artists (as previously 
stated) more than often are prone to do a tour of the best places in 
the country, I see no reason why Stoke-on-Trent couldn’t be one of the 
leading legal Street-Art locations! - especially as it’s at the heart of the 
country.

Leake Street often holds a variety of events too. From fine art 
exhibitions, to the media controversial ‘royals as punks’ painting by a 
well known artist from Brighton. From small music events and other 
live art weekenders. 

It is also reknowned for it’s internationally acclaimed Street-Art ‘battles’ 
or ‘jams’ too. The world reknowned ‘Battle of Waterloo’ is a yearly 
event where the world’s greatest Street-Art’s come together to partake 
and compete in. 



[Image 20] Leake Street, London - Simple terms of use.

[Image 21] Artists working.

[Image 22] Pre-existing underpass artwork (Above)
[Image 23] Pre-existing underpass (Below)



[Image 24] Pre-existing underpass artwork

[Image 25] Pre-existing underpass artwork

[Image 26] Live graffiti event. ‘Battle of Waterloo’
[Image 27] Banksy ‘CANS FESTIVAL’ (Below)



‘The disused tunnel beneath Waterloo station has been 
transformed by 40 artists from around the world. The three day 
event, tagged as “The Cans festival”, also invites the public to add 
their own stencil art. So cool !!!! “I’m hoping we can transform a 
dark forgotten filth pit into an oasis of beautiful art’.

Unlike many of Banksy’s previous stunts, the exhibition was 
approved by Eurostar, which manages the site under its old train 
platform at Waterloo Station. The event, which is free, will be held 
in the tunnel Saturday through Monday May 5th 2008.”

The above article was taken from:

http://www.ohlalamag.com/en/2008/05/banksy-opens-th.html

Also refer to:

- http://www.viewlondon.co.uk/whatson/cans-festival-london-article-6731.
html

- http://www.timeout.com/london/aroundtown/features/4799/Pictures_
from_The_Cans_Festival_Tunnel.html

This whole festival would of never existed without the help of both the 
council, ‘Banksy’ himself and of course Eurostar who were the driving 
force behind the whole event (refer to image 27).

I am adamant that many positive things in the future can come from 
making the underpass near Longbridge Hayes, Stoke-on-Trent a legal 
place to create and paint. 

BANKSY:
‘THE CANS FESTIVAL’, LONDON.
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.



In time and during the huge regeneration process that Stoke is 
currently undergoing it would be great to see a tighter bond formed 
between the council and the creatives born, raised and educated within 
the city let alone the potential thousands this space could bring into 
the city.

To re-iterate the space could be used by anyone at any level. 
For community projects, educational projects, exhibitions, film/video 
shoots, photography space, fine artist classes, backdrops, outdoor 
activities and last but not least the Street Artist’s themselves.



CASE STUDY.2:
UNDERPASS TAMWORTH.
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.

In terms of actual location and similarities of  ‘Halls of fames’ as they’re 
most commonly referred to by Street Artists. Tamworth is most like the 
proposed Stoke-on-Trent site than any other in the country. Tamworth 
however has 8+ underpasses that equal over 10 x 50m+ sides for 
artists to paint as they see fit. 

Each section allows artists maximum creative space and several of the 
tunnels have a skateboarding half pipe that people also use regularly.
The tamworth ‘hall of fame’ was legalised several years ago by their 
local council. 

Regular viewers and passersby attend the ‘Hall of fame’ to spectate 
and marvel at the creations by artists, some of which are there own 
children, friends and relatives.

The nearest legal walls to Stoke are found in Manchester, Preston and 
places in Liverpool. Stoke & Newcastle would then become the most 
central location for creatives to use being at the heart of the UK.  Who 
knows maybe the next ‘Banksy’ could be waiting to emerge...

With websites such as www.legal-walls.net, www.ukgraffiti.com, www.
ukgraffiti.co.uk and the RedBull backed www.streetartview.com as free 
advertising and platforms to advertise the space and work created 
there, it is extremely likely that the underpass will become a well 
known and famous location in a very short space of time (see images 
28-30).



[Image 28 & 29] WWW.LEGAL-WALLS.NET is an extremely popular resource for 
Street Artist’s worldwide, it pinpoints exact locations, gives details and offers directions.



[Image 30] Website’s like WWW.UKGRAFFITI.COM and the extremly popular  WWW.STREETARTVIEW.
COM (created and backed by energy drink redbull) are built specifically to monitor the work of 
professional Street Artist’s within the United kingdom. Halls of fame/legal areas recieve alot of activity and 
coverage from such websites.



[Image 31] Tamworth legal area. Over 10 underpass areas, for artists to freely express themselves

[Image 32] Tamworth legal area. Artists at work



[Image 35] Tamworth legal area. Final artwork (Above)

[Images 33 & 34] Tamworth legal area. Artists working



[Image 36]Tamworth legal area.  Pre-existing underpass artwork

[Image 37] Tamworth legal area. Pre-existing underpass artwork



[Image 38] Tamworth legal area. Pre-existing underpass artwork

[Image 39] Tamworth legal area. Pre-existing underpass artwork

[Image 40] Tamworth legal area. Pre-existing underpass artwork



A SELECTION OF WORLDWIDE 
LEGAL AREAS AND ARTWORK.
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.

[Images 41 & 42] Community/Youth projects



[Image 43] Pre-existing underpass artwork, Brighton legal wall

[Image 44] Pre-existing artwork, London legal wall



[Image 45] Pre-existing underpass artwork, legal area UK

[Images 46 & 47(below)] Pre-existing artwork, Manchester &  Brighton legal areas



[Image 48] Pre-existing artwork, Manchester legal area

[Image 49(above) & Image 50 (below)] Pre-existing artwork, legal areas UK



[Image 51] Pre-existing artwork, New York Legal Area

[Image 52 (above) and Image 53(below)] Pre-existing artwork, UK legal areas

[Image 54] Pre-existing artwork, UK legal area



[Image 55, 56 and 57] Pre-existing artwork, EUROPE AND UK legal area’s 



[Images 58 & 59 (Below)] Pre-existing artwork, UK legal areas



TESTIMONIALS & SUPPORT...
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.

“NTRPRNRS is a creative brand and project helping to form an international 
network of likeminded creatives. We intend on providing unique work of our own 
as well as organise commisions, design and mural work for others as and where we 
can. Everything we have outlined we firmly stand by. Knowing how much the tunnel 
will provide a firm platform for artists to meet and share ideas and of course 
how much it will limit the amount vandalism in and around the city of Stoke-on-
Trent we whole heartedly welcome the idea.To re-iterate the space itself could 
be used for a plethora of outdoor creative events even workshops. Giving graffiti 
a home for itself within the heart of the midlands and off the public buildings we 
use everyday. It is crucial Stoke adds another notch to it’s belt as it approaches it’s 
regeneration.”

Rob Fenton - Freelance Designer & Co-founder/Creative director of NTRPRNRS.

“I’m greatly impressed by local artist, Rob Fentons approach to the “Golden” 
Hall of Fame graffiti intervention proposal. Graffiti art has been practiced in 
some shape or form since man started to explore his relationship to society and 
the environment in cave paintings thousands of years ago.The word Grafitti is a 
derivative of the latin word “Graffit” meaning to scribble or scratch and can be 
seen on the walls and ruins of ancient sites in Greece and Rome. In more recent 
times Graffiti has emerged from the culture of hip hop music and lifestyle as a new 
and highly engaging public artform that massively impacts on mainstream art and 
design. Like any well considered public art programme “Halls of Fame” can make a 
positive contribution to people’s lives by providing opportunities for collaboration 
between local communities, artists and musicians. Graffiti programmes can be 
instrumental in redesigning and reshaping areas through consultation, participation, 
innovation and education encouraging people to learn new skills and build on 
existing ones...



Well planned interventions can create a unique identity and sense of place by 
developing a visually stimulating environment that reflects the cultural diversity of 
our communities. Rob’s proposal promises to deliver a raft of exciting and positive 
outcomes for participants and stakeholders - I would relish the opportunity to 
develop a similar proposal with Rob Fenton in Stoke-on-Trent.”
 
Paul Bailey - Cultural Development Officer. Economic Development, Culture and Sport | City 
Renewal Services | City of Stoke-on-Trent

“I support this proposal as I strongly believe it will be an enormous positive 
benefit for the local area and also contribute to making stronger links nationally 
and internationally. Urban Art is often misunderstood and is regularly associated 
with criminal damage and vandalism. By showcasing this art form with a positive 
method it will play a vital role in educating and nurturing those wanting to discover 
more about the subject. A dedicated space and location would also be important 
as it would not only engage within the local regeneration but would also be an 
informative and practical point for people to share, learn and act as a supportive 
platform.”

Mark Brereton – Freelance Graphic Artist & Design Ambassador, Design Council.

“As a creative director of TISCO (This Is So Contemporary!) intercultural art 
project born in Italy in 2008, I support the idea, I’m sure that it will be a benefit for 
the area and Stoke-on-Trent itself.”

Daniela De Giorgi Petkovic - Owner & founder of TISCO, Italy.

“As a designer based in Stoke-on-Trent for many years, I believe the Street Art /
Graffiti Tunnel project will definitely help the area in terms of encouraging creativity, 
provide support for local creative communities’ development and engage with 
young people, as well as providing a great space and more opportunities for local 
artists.”

Grace Han - Freelance Designer/Illustrator, Stoke-on-Trent

“At Graffiti Life we aim to change the negative preconceptions of graffiti. As young 
artists we decided that breaking the law was not the path we wanted to take. 
We honed our craft at legal, sanctioned, designated graffiti areas.Over the past 5 
years we have seen several parks shut down or re-developed, giving up-coming 
artists two options- take their art to the streets, causing damage and endangering 
themselves and others or give up completely. 



We were delighted to find out that Rob Fenton & Stoke-on-Trent council were 
considering a legalised wall for the artists of the Midlands. Hopefully this project 
is successful and other local authorities take notice. The Graffiti Life Company will 
lend their support in any capacity to make this project a possibility.

David - Graffiti life company, London 

“Legal graffiti walls are proven to reduce illegal vandalism and antisocial behaviour 
within the local vicinity, by giving young people a safe and appropriate place to 
practice their art. Graffiti is not the mysterious and underground subculture that 
it was thirty years ago; it is now a common and exploitable commodity, and a 
worldwide phenomenon due to the internet and countless graffiti publications. 
Graffiti is inextricably linked with hip-hop culture (the biggest selling and most 
popular music genre of recent times) meaning that many young people wish to 
show an association, by means of having their own ‘tag’ and doing graffiti. 

The vast majority of young people who become involved with graffiti are 
predominantly interested in the artistic side, rather than purely committing acts 
of vandalism; therefore, a legal graffiti area provides an excellent opportunity for 
young people to express themselves in a confined area, rather than committing 
illegal acts, risking arrest, and causing damage to public and private property. 

The benefits of legal graffiti areas are numerous - a place for young people to 
safely and legally practice an artform, a venue for local schools and youth clubs 
to create public murals and to engage in art projects that would be problematic 
to host within the confines of a school building, and a place for the public to 
directly interact with young people which provides the opportunity for discussion 
and debate about their chosen artform (this is essential if the public are going to 
understand and appreciate graffiti art, rather than simply dismissing it as vandalism - 
young people will be grateful for the legal area, and in most cases, happy to discuss 
graffiti and break down preconceived ideas.) 

In comparison with other cities in the UK, Stoke on Trent has a very small graffiti 
problem; however, with popularity of the artform growing rapidly, and easy 
access to specialist graffiti materials by all, there is the potential for the problem 
to esculate. providing a legal area for young people to express themselves is the 
easiest, cheapest and simplest solution, whilst also adding another hive of creativity 
to an already flourishing city.”
 Mike Ashby - Teacher of Art, Cecil Jones College, Southend, Essex



“Having a space to be creative not only by yourself but with friends will greatly 
help nourish the creative underbelly of Stoke on Trent. Careers can be made by 
knowing the right person to work with. A space that encourages creativity will help 
people forge friendships/connections that will carry on throughout any career in 
design.”

Richard Keeling - Lead designer, All Star Lanes, London

“It would be a great concept to not only get artists to be able to have somewhere 
to show there creative skills but it would also be something unique and worthwhile 
having a space that could cater for this. A legal graffiti area could be something that 
would benefit everyone in the long run and maybe even try to show the public 
that its something of an art rather than being tagged as vandalism.”

Laurie Richardson - Designer/illustrator, Bear in Mind, Birmingham/Stoke-on-Trent

“It is my opinion that Stoke-on-Trent is bleeding its precious, creative blood. People 
who choose to study a creative subject immediately move away from Stoke 
when qualified. Until we hold on to our assets, Stoke-on-Trent will always remain 
a stepping stone. To nuture and convince people to stay, an investment into all 
creative mediums is a must. Specifically the idea of providing this tunnel as a canvas 
for Stoke’s creative community is in my opinion the greatest start to creative 
regeneration that has been conceived thus far. I back this project whole heartedly 
and hope for every success in it, for the creative prosperity of all citizens aspiring 
for positivive change residing within Stoke-on-Trent.”

Mathew Wilcox - Giant Freelance Photography/lecturer, Stoke-on-Trent

“It is in my humble opinion that the upcoming city of Stoke–on–Trent needs 
this area to be dedicated as a graffiti space. The space is so out of the way, as 
mentioned, that only the best and dedicated writers will venture to the spot (unlike 
Hanley Forest Park, where there is an abundance of children who are only there to 
vandalise), therefore the work at the new spot would be of a high grade. It’s so well 
hidden that even the most anti–graffiti amongst society will never see it. In every 
city there needs to be a vibrant sub–culture, and as Stoke–on–Trent is the heart of 
the creative county then it’s only fitting that this celebrated art form has a place to 
reside.”

Andy Cooke – Graphic designer/illustrator, Stoke-on-Trent & London



“I am writing on behalf of The Exchange in Hanley in support of Rob Fenton 
and his proposal. The Exchange is an ‘empty spaces’ project allowing an unused 
retail space to function as a creative space for artists to sell their work, network, 
collaborate and hold events and workshops. 

Similar to this, Rob’s proposal will turn yet another ugly, abandoned and disused 
space in this city to a hub of creativity and colour. I personally feel that it makes 
sense to have a designated area for street art in the city. 

Marcus Wemyss – Assistant Manager, The Exchange, Stoke-on-Trent

“As a local business owner in south london, an area prevalent with graffiti ‘’tags’’, 
I’m a fully fledged supporter of designated areas that will be specifically used in the 
promotion of the arts.

Similar schemes have been introduced within London and can only be described 
as a huge success purely down to the fact that it gives such artists an outlet to 
express themselves, rather than using public/private spaces.

Having once been a resident of Stoke-on-Trent I can say with confidence that it 
will boost the cities name, creatively, and will also help to reduce the more ‘’anti-
sociable’’ behaviour found within the Potteries.”

Amir Amroussi - Tacolisa Restaurant Manager/ Small business owner, London

“I would like to show my support towards this application to the Council for a 
legal graffiti area. My first concern was that a City which I have grown up in does 
not already have an area designated. I see that we have supported other youth 
and cultural projects, some of these being skate parks and others drama groups in 
youth centres. From my experience and with talking to people in all different areas 
of the communities on a daily basis, (especially while deployed on the designated 
ASBO car) they feel that they constantly need new activities to undertake.

I would also like to point to the number of incidents of “criminal damage” I have 
attended in my career, most of which have been nothing more than colourful 
artist pictures displaying current affairs and in no way offensive. Such incidents are 
treated as a criminal offence even though they usually brighten up the location due 
to their colour and depiction -  therefore a full investigation has to be undertaken 
at a cost to the police and the local council who are called upon to clean said art f



rom the wall/fence etc.  
  
With these points in mind I can only see a benefit to the community with having a 
legal designated area for artists and people wanting to try this form of art or just 
something different.”
 
Phil Aston - PC 5460, Hanley police station   

“Having a legalised space for graffiti art would have a positive impact on the 
community by lowering the amount of graffiti on the street. It would also be useful 
for community projects for youth clubs. Having something creative for the youth 
is important as it can be a focal point for their stress and problems. They can put 
all of their energy into something worthwhile and creative which gives them a 
purpose in life and sense of wellbeing. As well as being a creative outlet for them, it 
will also discourage other more problematic activities which we all need less of.”
 
James Ball - Photographer, Graphotism Magazine, Essex

“I have lived in stoke on trent all my life and worked with the youth of this city for 
5years. I believe in engaging young minds through creativity and art, allowing them 
to express in positive imaginative ways, to help them find themselves or develop 
skills that can be used in growth and their future lives. if an area is restricted to 
small amounts of space for our youth to create, we only surpress their growth. 
When the graffiti wall in forest park was made legal it inspired hundreds of young 
people, most of which i work with at Unity. They request more space daily, and 
always want to learn the art of graffiti. Having this wall would mean more young 
people can engage is safe positive activity that will only benefit and expand their 
journey in work and play.”

Nina Mashhouri - Youth Worker, UNITY, Stoke-on-Trent

Writers Bench have been running workshops with young people for the last 7 
years.We have always had a hugely positive response from participants, parents 
and youth workers. The main problem we encounter is that when the workshop 
is over, the participants then have no where ‘legal’ to paint. Their only choices are 
not to do it, or do it illegally. Providing legal spots to paint will never eliminate the 
illegal graffiti, But it will reduce it. It’s similar to what skateboarding was 10 years 
ago. Everyone skated street, public hated it, council built parks, many used the parks, 
a lot less skated street. Of course the odd few still do. 



Designating areas that are already covered in graffiti, and will continue to be, makes 
sense to us. We are behind ideas like this 100%. We believe it is time council’s 
started to work with the artist’s, rather than against them.

Andrew - Owner, WritersBench.co.uk, London 

“My name is Nicholas Roach and I am a Creative Practitioner whose creative 
specialisms include Graphic Design, DJ’ing, Photography and Graffiti Art. My job 
entails going to various youth settings whether it be a School, College or other 
Youth environment and tutor the participants in various art forms. Graffiti Art is a 
very popular choice and I have a high demand for this service throughout the West
Midlands; in March 2011 alone I have been hired to work in 6 different Schools and 
Colleges located in Stoke on Trent, Burton and Dudley. For schools to acknowledge 
Graffiti and incorporate it into the National School Curriculum, surely it can not be 
as bad a thing as some people perceive?

Graffiti in Stoke on Trent in particular is admired by both the young and old. In 
my years of work I have done many a commission in public spaces to which the 
community has always welcomed it with open arms. With Stoke on Trent having 
a relatively non-existent Graffiti scene, many citizens believe graffiti to be the 
random scrawlings and ‘tags’ often associated with the art form. However, there 
are many talented individuals who actually practice the art form to a high level 
within the city of Stoke on Trent and surrounding counties. The tragedy is that 
there is no adequate space for artists to practice the art form so many are faced 
with having to travel to other areas such as Manchester, Birmingham, London and 
Brighton which all have numerous large scaled legal areas to do Graffiti. With 
Staffordshire being dubbed “The Creative County” it is thought that it would be 
more forthcoming to the art form.

The council most definitely have no problem in accepting the art form. The have 
contracted me on numerous occasions to do Graffiti commissions throughout the 
city, as well as other artists such as ‘Toes’ and ‘C.A.N.S’. As well as this, the Potteries 
Museum held a Graffiti exhibition which saw the works of many renowned artists 
including the infamous ‘Banksy’ held in the museum for a prolonged period of time.

I acknowledge that the city council have warranted a space via a wall at Hanley 
Forest Park, however it is not a very practical space for artwork. The wall itself is 
not very large and is a squeeze to get two artists doing a collaborative piece on 
one side of the wall. Also, the wall has a ramp on the concreted side thus meaning 
any artist spraying has to dodge the hundreds of people who skate and bmx at 



the venue on a daily basis. With the wall also being unsheltered it hinders artwork 
being produced on the wall in the Autumn and Winter months due to weathering 
conditions.

This underpass in question is a very ideal location from a Graffiti Artists point of 
view. It is firstly a very large wall space, thus allowing for intricate murals to be 
produced collaboratively by many artists at a given time. It is also sheltered thus 
meaning that the wall can be redesigned and painted by artists all year round 
regardless of the weather. It is an area where artists will be able to practice the art 
form without fear of accidently spraying a youth skating part them etc. Legalizing 
this area would bring a lot more people into the area based on the shear size 
of the plot, meaning an increase in revenue for local businesses especially those 
who sell either painting materials or food and drink. It would also show the rest 
of the UK why Staffordshire is the Creative County!!! Stoke on Trent’s location 
geographically means artists from many cities would be easily able to travel here 
without it being too much of a mither.

A similar location in Tamworth has been granted legal status and houses artwork 
from artists both locally and internationally known in the world of graffiti. Artists 
see it as a preferred venue for creating artwork due to its large area of space and 
sheltered nature. There are no concerns about litter etc as this is all taken care of 
by visiting artists...If it is an ongoing success there, it is nothing to say it would
not work here too!!!

Should you wish to contact me for more information about my background, role 
within the community or stance on the legalization of this plot feel free to contact 
me.”

Nicholas Roach - Creative Practitioner, Stoke-on-Trent

“The project that happened in Piccadilly was a part of Conjunction 08, the artists 
that were invited were organised by Let Them Create. I help get this space, with 
the local council.  The boards have now be replaced with the cultural quarter 
brand. It could off been, white washed and use for a similar activity in my opinion. 

You have very good reasons to house the graffiti in the under pass,  and it’s back 
up by the rest of the proposal. I to think the more creativity there is in the city the 
better.  I think there should be space for any creative to work in the city. 



AirSpace supports the proposal for using the under ground tunnel to showcase 
artists working with graffiti.  This will detract and get rid of the mindless vandalism 
that is currently present in the tunnel to showcase works that can be appreciated 
by artists and the public. 

Stoke on Trent currently attracts a number of people that are interested in Skating 
and BMXing to the city from all over the UK. It seems like a naturally progression 
to start thinking about housing or assigning areas for graffiti artists to use, this 
should not only be encouraged in sites that are close to the city edge, but further 
areas could be used in the city to. This project could be developed into a unique 
project for the city, in order to attract graffiti artists that are at the top of their 
game.  This could attract more audience to the city from further a field.”

David Bethell - Director,  Airspace Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent

“Caudwell Children welcomes opportunities for disabled children and young carers 
to engage in fully inclusive community activities and supports any initiative that 
provides additional opportunities for structured creative activities.

Through the charity’s Family Support and Short Break services we have found 
that young disabled people and carers face barriers in accessing leisure activities, 
therefore the charity supports any initiative that proactively works to engage with 
this section of the community.”

Sian Alcock - Public Relations Executive, Caudwell Children

“Stoke-on-Trent is an anomalous city, comprising six small, post-industrial towns, 
each with its own identity. As such, it struggles to assert both its contemporary 
cultural identity and its cultural credentials, especially as it is surrounded by 
relatively accessible bigger players on the cultural scene: Birmingham, Manchester 
and Liverpool. 

However, having done a great deal of work in the Potteries over past four 
years at PiCL (Partners in Creative Learning, based in Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
is a visionary organisation that specialises in facilitating collaborations  between 
creative practitioners, pupils and teachers in North Staffs schools and other 
educational contexts),  Burslem School of Art, The Potteries Museum and AirSpace 
Gallery), I have been impressed by the creative talent that I’ve found there. I have 
encountered many young artists who are frustrated because they are prepared to 
contribute far more to the culture of their city than it ever seems likely to want or 



ask. 

The city and the region (The Potteries/north Staffs) seem, at best, suspicious 
of contemporary art forms. The lack of contemporary public art in the area is 
apparent. There are plenty of sculptural references to bottle kilns and winding gear, 
and several ‘safe’ figurative landscape pieces dotted along the A50 and its many 
tributary roads, whilst ‘bog standard’  graffiti style murals disfigure shabby hoardings 
in central Hanley.... but there is little that is ‘attractive’ to a more contemporary 
eye, and almost nothing that reflects the life style or aspirations of Stoke’s younger 
inhabitants. This is why I believe Rob Fenton’s proposal has so much potential. It 
would raise the street arts profile of the city and, if exported to other potential 
‘Halls of Fame’ could give it a new and ‘happening’ visual identity.  As attested by 
research elsewhere, the creation of ‘legitmate’ graffiti locations also results in less 
graffiti and fewer incidents of vandalism elsewhere in the city. Obviously Stoke 
needs its HOF, and Rob Fenton seems to be the catalyst who can make this 
happen.”
 
Chris Lewis-Jones - Associate Artist & Artistic Director, Nu-UrbanGardeners
 

To Whom it may concern,

I first met Rob Fenton when he was planning a group exhibition called Surface at 
Artwaves. Rob was a key person in this exhibition and was very thorough in his 
approach to both currating and promoting the exhibition. Rob had some original 
ideas of how to draw attention to the Artwaves building, including painting a 
mural on the side of the building. This idea worked so well in regards to attracting 
passersby, that we are now considering refreshing the mural on a regular basis.

Due to Rob’s professional approach to his graffiti projects, I felt confident to 
recommend his work to Longton Park, who were looking for a graffiti artist to 
work alongside young people to paint a skate park within the grounds. I have 
attended meetings with Rob concerning this project and he has always maintained 
his professionalism.

Rob is a very talented artist with high ambition, who uses a fresh approach to each 
new challenge.

Julie Newbold - Artwaves CIC & Gallery, Burslem



Here are several letters of commendation from professional artists who’s 
practice is solely that of street and graffiti art. The artists go by the name 
of ‘Buckfiddy’ and ‘Rarekind’. They work on a ‘for hire’ basis, specifically for 
graffiti based murals and exhibitions. They have worked on a huge range of 
widespread public and private murals, for and with schools, youthclubs and 
council funded and backed projects, they have been credited and applauded 
for there graffiti skills across the country. None of this could of happened 
without the access to legal graffiti areas to help hone the skills they now have. 
These letters commend the artwork and confirm how it has had a positive 
impact upon their areas.







Graffiti Projects carried out by David 
Samuel in conjunction with Brighton & 
Hove Council.



ONLINE RESOURCES
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.

COUNCIL SPECIFIC: ONLINE RESOURCES

http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-12549832.html

http://www.torridge.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=5508

http://www.hortweek.com/channel/ParksAndGardens/article/969693/
Calderdale-Council-reaps-benefits-legal-graffiti-wall-set-youngsters/

http://www.thurrockgazette.co.uk/news/1554146.wall_offers_chance_for_
legal_graffiti/

http://www.swansea.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=17086

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/7523952.stm

http://www.caerphillyobserver.co.uk/news/430/year-anniversary-for-
caerphilly-legal-graffiti-wall/

http://www.caerphillyobserver.co.uk/news/645/year-anniversary-of-
caerphilly-graffiti-wall/

http://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/application.aspx?s=Be1HHt9Zwb+t5vtlluaN0
63vYg+JnBZ+Zobdnu7/DQRpDJOJtz/zzwdMltztv4MGV7qAd1b1Kn4=

http://www.bucksfreepress.co.uk/news/8350100.Legal_graffiti_to__
enhance__underpass/

http://www.agcc.co.uk/graffiti-project-is-off-the-wall/



http://www.cypnow.co.uk/news/ByDiscipline/Youth-Work/835590/
Peterborough-creates-legal-graffiti-site/

http://www.theherald.com.au/news/local/news/general/graffiti-artists-get-
legal/1491479.aspx

LEGAL STREET ART AREAS: ONLINE RESOURCES

http://www.legal-walls.net/

http://streetartview.com/

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1912514

http://www.graffiti.org/dj/hofguide.html

http://www.flickr.com/groups/legal-graffiti-walls/

http://amydavies.wordpress.com/2009/01/15/capturing-cardiffs-legal-
graffiti-scene/

http://www.graffitihotline.co.uk/muralsurvey.htm

http://www.graffitidave.co.uk/

LEGAL STREET ART AREAS: ONLINE VIDEO RESOURCES

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrIiBJVAJO4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tltSZDRJxyE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zFdF0jizGos



BANKSY CANS FESTIVAL INFORMATION

-http://www.ohlalamag.com/en/2008/05/banksy-opens-th.html 

- http://www.viewlondon.co.uk/whatson/cans-festival-london-article-6731.
html

- http://www.timeout.com/london/aroundtown/features/4799/Pictures_
from_The_Cans_Festival_Tunnel.html



CONTACT INFORMATION.
STREET ART UNDERPASS PROPOSAL.

Thankyou for your time spent considering this proposal. To add, alot 
of people from an array of different fields have shown their utmost 
support towards the project and helping me get this whole proposal off 
of the ground if at all you wish to contact any of these people further 
please let me know and I shall forward you their details.

For any further questions and to get in touch with me please get in 
contact via the following ways:

Rob Fenton - Graphic Designer / Illustrator / Artist

0773136940 / get@ntrprnrs.com

   Rob
Fenton.


